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Sources and Methods

The Trinity College Community Child Center (TC4) has been a
traditional full-day childcare program located in Hartford,
Connecticut since 1985. The landmark 1996 Sheff v. O’Neill
decision was aimed at substantially integrating students from

. New and substantial investments in non-
magnet, neighborhood schools, particularly
those concentrated with low-income families.

. A focus on expanding pre-k and early childhood
options outside of the magnet system.

urban and suburban areas and called for the creation of new
magnet schools in hopes of meeting specific enrollment goals. To

start integration with young children, Connecticut began to offer

. More accessible subsidy programs for infants
more magnet preschools to attract children from cities and and toddlers that assist with the cost of
suburbs with no tuition fees for parents. As a result, TC4 and | thematically analyzed state pre-k policies and the | interviewed 10 diverse parents from the Hartford area childcare.

similar traditional centers experienced more competition from growth of magnet pre-k programs, specifically those whose children are either currently enrolled or were
magnet schools. This research seeks to understand overall how foIIowing the landmark Sheff v. O’Neill decision. previously enrolled at TCA4. Limitations

TC4 and similar institutions have been impacted by Connecticut

state funding policy changes. « Sample size was small and consisted primarily of
mothers (8/10)

* Prior relationships with parents could have
influenced their opinions

Research Questions

Parents were asked to rank

from most to least
Trinity College Child Care Center and similar institutions? importance six factors they These [cost, quality and location] are like a tie

may consider when choosing  1° Quality for me. Because even |f it costs nothing and the
location was convenient, if the quality wasn't
good, | would never put them in it. And the same
like, if the location wasn't good, but the quality

1. How has the growth of pre-k magnet schools affected the

2. How have these policies impacted the decisions current and

a center for their children. 2nd Cost
Quality, cost and location 3rd Location
were overwhelming most

former parents of TC4 make when choosing who will care for their
3-to-5 year-old children?

h i ] : : .. .
important. Through 2 4t Curriculum and the cost were, we wouldn't go for it. | think * The Trinity College Child Care Center hopes to
We|ghted analysis the Gth Extended Hours all these three have to be therefor us to want to use this data as part of a |arger effort to build a
followine tabl ' 6th Ulritisme do it. new childcare facility in the near future.
oliowing table was — Kaitlyn, current White TC4 parent
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could point out challenges with the magnet school system, other things"”
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